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SUBJECT: CONVERSATION WITH CLERIDES 

1 . ON MARCH 13, 1 HAD A QUITE GET-TOGETHER WITH GLAFCOS 
CLERIDES, FORMER PRESIDENT OF THE CYPRUS HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES, ACTING PRESIDENT AFTER 1974 COUP AGAINST MAKARIOS, 

CURRENTLY LEADER OF THE DEMOCRATIC RALLY PARTY (DRP), AND A 
CLOSE FRIEND OF TEN YEARS' STANDING. THE CONVERSATION WAS 
INTERESTING CHIEFLY FOR CLERIDES' EXPLANATION OF HIS CURRENT 
PSOSITION VIS-A-VIS PRESIDENT KYPRIANOU AND CLERIDES 1 2 
POLITICAL INTENTIONS. 
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2. IN BRIEF, CLERIDES ACKNOWLEDGED THAT HE HAD RECEIVED 

"NO FIRM COMMITMENTS" FROM KYPRIANOU WHEN HE WITHDREW AS A 
CANDIDATE FOR THE PRESIDENCY, BUT THERE HAD BEEN WHAT HE TERMED 
"CLEAR UNDERSTANDINGS." THESE COVERED CLERIDES’ INSISTENCE ON 
A COUNCIL OF MINISTERS FREE OF COMMUNIST DOMINATION OR MEMBER- 
SHIP, AGRRF.MF.NT TO CONSULT ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE COUNCIL AND 
NAME TWO OR THREE MINISTERS SYMPATHETIC TO CLERIDES BUT NOT 
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MEMBERS OF HIS PARTY, AND A GENERALLY PRO-WESTERN ORIENTATION OF 
GOC FOREIGN POLICY. CLERIDES HAD INFORMED DRP LEADERSHIP OF 
THESE UNDERSTANDINGS. CONSEQUENTLY, WHEN KYPRIANOU DID NOT 
CONSULT ABOUT COMPOSITION OF HIS NEW CABINET AND GAVE CLERIDES 
BARELY AN HOUR'S TELEPHONED INDICATION OF HIS INTENTIONS, 

CLERIDES HAD NO CHOICE OTHER THAT TO ANNOUNCE THAT THE DRP HAD 

WITHDRAWN ITS SUPPORT OF KYPRIANOU. TO DO OTHERWISE WOULD HAVE 

DESTROYED HIS CREDIBILITY WITH HIS OWN SUPPORTERS. CLERIDES 

SAID HE WOULD BE ANNOUNCING HIS OWN WITHDRAWAL FROM THE NATIONAL 

COUNCIL MARCH 14. TO STAY IN THE NATIONAL COUNCIL WOULD GIVE 

THE FALSE IMPRESSION THAT HE ENDORSED KYPRIANOU'S ACTIONS. 

3. CLERIDES SAID HIS INTENTION IS TO GIVE CYPRUS, FOR THE FIRST 

TIME SINCE INDEPENDENCE, A RESPECTABLE OPPOSITION TO GOVERNMENT. 

HE IS CONVINCED THAT, WITH TIME, OTHERS WILL FLOCK TO HIS STANDARD 
AS THEY BECOME DISILLUSIONED WITH KYPRIANOU. THERE HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN FEELERS FROM THE ZIARTIDES (PEO LABOR) FACTION OF AKEL. 

CLERIDES ASSERTS HE WILL CUT LOOSE FROM TIES WITH THE FAR RIGHT, 
WHICH HE ACKNOWLEDGES HAVE HURT HIM. THE FAR RIGHT, HE FEELS, 

CAN NOW MAKE ITS OWN ACCOMODATION WITH KYPRIANOU. 

4. IN TERMS OF DOCTRINE, CLERIDES SAID KYPRIANOU IS TRYING TO 
CLOAK HIMSELF IN MAKARIOS LEGITIMACY. IN FACT, HE IS TAKING 

A FAR HARDER LINE THAN MARARIOS DID TOWARDS THE END OF HIS LIFE 
ON SUCH MATTERS AS REFUGEE RETURN, FREEDOM OF MOVEMENT, 
SETTLEMENT, AND PROPERTY RIGHTS. THIS MAKES THE PROSPECTS 
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FOR SERIOUS NEGOTIATION POOR INDEED. KYPRIANOU'S DEVIATION CAN 
BE DOCUMENTED, AND CLERIDES INTENDS TO DO THIS TO PROVE THAT 
IT IS HE AND THE DRP, RATHER THAN KYPRIANOU, WHO ARE THE 
ADVOCATES OF MAKARIOS’ REAL WISHES. 

5. CLERIDES PUT A QUESTION MARK ON THE POLITICAL FUTURE OF TASSO 
PAPADOPOULOS. HE WOULD NOT BE ACCEPTABLE TO MANY DRP ELEMENTS. 

HE IS TEMPTED TO CAST HIS LOT WITH KYPRIOANOU IN ORDER TO RE- 
MAIN AS NEGOTIATOR, BUT PROBABLY WILL COME TO REGRET HIS DECISION 
AND LOSE THE POSITION OF NEGOTIATOR WHATEVER HE DOES. 

6. WHILE CLERIDES FORSAW EVER-INCREASING SUPPORT FOR AN INVIG- 
ORATED DRP, HE AGREED THERE WAS LITTLE PROSPECT OF UNSEATING 
KYPRIANOU DURING HIS FIVE-YEAR TERM BARRING SOME UNFORESEEN 
MAJOR REVERSAL OR POSSIBLE INCAPACITATING ILLNESS. 

7. COMMENT: UNDER MAKARIOS, CYPRUS WAS AN AUTOCRACY, NOT 
TRULY A DEMOCRACY. NOW, EIGHTEEN YEARS AFTER THE FOUNDATION 
OF THE REPUBLIC, IT APPEARS TO BE EMBARKED ON AN EXPERIMENT 

IN GENUINE PARTICIPATORY DEMOCRACY, COMPLETE WITH HONORABLE 
OPPOSITION THAT IS IN A GOOD POSITION TO EXPLOIT GOVERNMENT 
MISTAKES AND WEAKNESSES. THE DOUBLE IRONY FOR CLERIDES IS THAT 
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HIS POLITICAL VACILLATIONS AND TACTICAL ERRORS OVER THE 
YEARS HAVE COST HIM MUCH SUPPORT WITHIN HIS OWN PARTY, 

PARTICULARLY AMONG YOUNGER MEMBERS. AND, BY THE TIME THE 
PARTY HAS ITS FIRST REAL SHOT AT POWER FIVE YEARS HENCE, 

CLERIDES, THEN IN HIS MID-SIXTIES, WILL BE TOO OLD. 

CRAWFORD 
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